Acute exacerbation of rheumatoid interstitial lung disease during the maintenance therapy with certolizumab pegol.
We report a case involving a 68-year-old woman with rheumatoid arthritis (RA) with acute exacerbated interstitial lung disease (ILD) during certolizumab pegol maintenance therapy. She recovered quickly with steroid pulse therapy and was discharged without deterioration of basal pulmonary function. Immunoblot analysis demonstrated the circulating cleaved interleukin-1β at the phase of acute exacerbation of RA-associated ILD (RA-ILD) in this patient. The findings from this case suggested that the Nod-like receptor pyrin domain-containing protein 3 inflammasome is implicated in acute RA-ILD exacerbation.